Interactive Notebook

What is the purpose of the notebook?

Interactive notebooks will be used for class notes as well as activities where you will be asked to express your own ideas and process the information presented in class.  Handouts will be glued into your notebook.  Notebooks are to be brought to class every day.

What materials do I need?

Spiral notebook, glue, colored pencils, crayons, scissors, etc.

How should my notebook be organized?

Your notebook will be organized correctly, neatly and creatively.

What goes on in my notebook?

Your notebook will contain class and/or reading notes.  As you take notes, structure them so that key ideas are clear and supported by examples from class instruction, discussions, or reading assignments.  Everything in your notebook is “testable" material.  Your notebook will be used for a variety of different activities.  This is the place where all of your creative and artistic abilities come bursting forth!  The activities will ask you to demonstrate your understanding of new ideas.  

How will it be possible to earn an "A" on my notebook?

To earn an A on the notebook, you have to take the time to organize your notebook in a creative way and must contain all needed items.  

What is a "Time Out" Activity?

“Time out” activities can be assigned or completed for extra credit.   These activities are ones in which you glue related magazine or newspaper articles, pictures or cartoons into your notebook along with a paragraph stating HOW it relates to what we are studying.   Sometimes I will assign a “time out” activity.  Use Time Outs to sharpen the visual appearance of your notebook not to clutter it!  Each "Time Out" will be worth up to 5 points.

How will my notebook be graded?

Notebooks will be checked periodically for completeness, neatness, and creativity.  All class notes and notebook assignments should be included.  An important part of your notebook is its visual appearance.    Each entry should be titled and dated in the Table of Contents in the front of your notebook.  Your artistic touch should be visible throughout the notebook.    Your notes should be effectively highlighted.

What is the Notebook Scoring Rubric?

This will show you your grade for a particular section of your notebook.  It will be glued in your notebook.  You will evaluate your work, and then I will evaluate your notebook.
What happens if I am absent?

You will be given information that you missed when you are absent.  It is your responsibility to complete the assignment and to have your notebook up-to-date.

What is the Table of Contents?
This is located on the first 5 pages of your notebook.  Each page must be numbered and listed in the table of contents.
